                      IC OF GB BEATS IC OF FRANCE IN 150TH MATCH

The International Lawn Tennis Club (IC) of Great Britain beat the IC of France by 27 to 24 in the 150th match played between the two international clubs since 1929.

The IC of Great Britain was founded in 1924 and is the oldest of the 38 ICs worldwide. The French IC followed in 1929 and that was also the year of the first match between the two oldest ICs in the world. With the exception of the World War years the two clubs have played each other twice each year with one match in France and one in Great Britain.

The matches were played over two days. The first one was held on the beautiful grass courts of Edgbaston Priory in Birmingham on Wednesday 16 June which ended in a handsome victory for the French. It was particularly the strength of the French men which determined the outcome as they conceded only one match.

In the second match which was held at the scenic St. George’s Hill Lawn Tennis Club in Weybridge, again on grass, the Brits were able to win enough matches to steer the overall result to their advantage.

The ages of the female and male participants in both events ranged from juniors to over 65 with the matches being of excellent quality and played in a good spirit.

During dinner on the last evening the President of the IC of France, Pierre Darmon, thanked the IC of GB for their hospitality.

The photos show players and partners at the official dinner after the match at St.George’s Hill  and players in one of the doubles matches from left to right Geoff Newton (GB) , Mark Cox (GB), Michel Bouzigues (France) and Michel Leclercq (Captain of the French team).   

